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The publication of the inaugural issue of the Central Asia Higher Education Review represents an important milestone in the development of higher education scholarship on Central Asia. For many years, I have observed both the remarkable transformation of higher education across the region and the growing community of scholars dedicated to studying these changes. Yet despite this momentum, opportunities to publish, exchange ideas, and build sustained scholarly dialogue focused specifically on Central Asian higher education have remained limited. The establishment of this journal is a response to that need.
Higher education has become one of the most dynamic policy sectors in Central Asia. Universities are expanding access, pursuing international partnerships, strengthening research capacity, embracing digital technologies, and responding to rapidly changing economic and societal expectations. These developments are taking place within contexts shaped by Soviet institutional legacies, nation-building projects, globalization, demographic change, and increasing international mobility. Consequently, higher education in Central Asia offers a rich setting for understanding how global reform agendas are interpreted, negotiated, and adapted within diverse national and institutional environments.
Although research on the region has grown substantially during the past decade, much of it remains dispersed across journals in education, public policy, sociology, economics, and regional studies. Scholars working on similar questions often publish in different disciplinary communities with limited interaction, while important studies published locally frequently receive little international visibility. This fragmentation has slowed the development of cumulative knowledge and broader scholarly conversations.
The Central Asia Higher Education Review seeks to contribute to a more connected research community. Rather than serving simply as another publication outlet, the journal aspires to become an intellectual meeting place where diverse perspectives, methodological approaches, and disciplinary traditions intersect. I hope it will encourage dialogue among researchers within Central Asia while also strengthening connections with the international higher education research community.
At the same time, this journal begins from an important premise: Central Asia should not be viewed merely as a peripheral setting in which established theories developed elsewhere are tested. The region provides valuable opportunities to refine existing conceptual frameworks, challenge dominant assumptions, and generate new theoretical insights. Questions surrounding post-socialist transformation, multilingual education, internationalization, governance reform, academic work, quality assurance, equity, research development, and institutional change are not only regional concerns; they speak directly to broader debates in comparative and international higher education. Scholarship emerging from Central Asia therefore has much to contribute to global knowledge production.
Another aspiration for the journal is to support the next generation of researchers. Early-career scholars in Central Asia often face significant challenges in navigating international publishing, developing research networks, and accessing constructive peer review. A strong scholarly community depends upon creating opportunities for mentorship, collaboration, and rigorous yet supportive academic dialogue. I hope the journal will become a venue where emerging and established scholars alike engage in conversations that strengthen both individual scholarship and the field as a whole.
This inaugural issue reflects the diversity and promise of contemporary higher education research in Central Asia. The articles address different countries, institutions, and research questions, employing a range of methodological approaches to examine issues of pressing importance for policymakers, institutional leaders, academics, and students. Collectively, they illustrate the breadth of scholarly inquiry developing across the region while demonstrating that research on Central Asian higher education increasingly contributes to international discussions rather than existing at their margins.
The launch of a scholarly journal is never the work of a single individual, even when it begins with a single vision. I extend my sincere gratitude to the authors who entrusted the Central Asia Higher Education Review with their research for this inaugural issue. I am equally grateful to the reviewers whose thoughtful evaluations have strengthened each manuscript and helped establish the high scholarly standards to which the journal is committed. My appreciation also goes to the members of the Editorial Board, whose expertise, encouragement, and willingness to contribute their time have been essential in bringing this journal from an idea to reality.
As the founding editor, I view this inaugural issue not as the culmination of a project but as its beginning. The journal will undoubtedly evolve alongside the rapidly changing higher education landscape of Central Asia. My hope is that it becomes a trusted venue for rigorous scholarship, thoughtful debate, and meaningful collaboration—one that amplifies voices from the region while welcoming contributions from scholars around the world who seek to better understand higher education in Central Asia and its place within the global academic community.
I am delighted to welcome readers to the first issue of the Central Asia Higher Education Review and invite you to join this scholarly conversation as authors, reviewers, readers, and collaborators.

